NASHTO meeting 
looks to the future 


“Transportation Excellence in a 
Changing Environment” was the theme of 
this year’s annual meeting of the North- 
east Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (NASHTO), held 
on May 3, 4 and 5 in Philadelphia. 

During his keynote presentation, 
Commissioner Tom Downs, outgoing 
President of NASHTO, complimented the 
group for its “extraordinary” impact on 
national legislation. 

“The unified voice of the northeastern 
Sie. s was 


respon- sible for the 
flexibil- ity that 

we now have under 
the Inter- modal 
Surface Transporta- 
tion Effi- ciency Act 
to tailor programs to 


individual states’ needs,” he said. 

Downs also praised the group for its 
efforts to develop an I-95 corridor pro- 
gram. “By managing I-95 as a corridor, 
we can implement a coordinated Intelligent 
Vehicle Highway System ([VHS) from 
Boston to Richmond,” he said. He called 
I-95 corridor “America’s Main Street” 
because it carries more goods than any 
other highway. He challenged the group to 
assume a new role as operators of the 
system and ensure that it works in concert 
to provide connections with ports, rail 
yards and airports. 

Other featured speakers included former 
NJDOT Commissioner now SEPTA Chief 
Lou Gambaccini who called for “bold 
solutions to big problems.” 

The conference offered sessions on 
such diverse topics as transportation 
administration, IVHS, Clean Air Act 
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Furlough program 
to be extended 


The Department of Personnel has 
announced the extension of the state 
Voluntary Furlough Program for the 
next fiscal year. 

As of April, the program has saved 
$4,392,636 in salaries statewide. 
NJDOT employees have taken 3,538 
days, amounting to a savings of 
$413,165.79. 

The previous guidelines and forms are 
still applicable. If you have any further 
questions, please contact your personnel 
coordinator or the Voluntary Furlough 
Hotline at (609) 530-2934. 
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Final l-287 section under way 


While some employees may consider the 
progression of I-287 to the construction 
stage part of their normal workload, others 
consider it a major part of their career. 

“After nearly 40 years, the waiting will 
soon be over,” said Governor Florio in his 
remarks at a groundbreaking ceremony 
that marked the beginning of the last three 
construction projects worth $88.2 million. 

Florio, Commissioner Tom Downs, 
Assembly Transportation Committee 
Chairman Alex DeCroce and local officials 
broke ground on April 29 in Montville. 

Commissioner Downs noted that some 
employees who started working with the 


Department on I-287 retired before seeing 
it finished... Hundreds of NJDOTers have 
worked on various aspects of the I-287 
project during its complex and sometimes 
controversial stages. 

The ceremony program listed 183 
people in Design & Right of Way, 19 in 
Construction & Maintenance and 7 in 
Policy and Planning who worked on the 
project. 

Walt Caddell, Director, Division of 
Engineering Support Systems, who was 
Regional Design Engineer for Region I 
from 1974-1988 oversaw the evolution of 

(Continued on page 2) 


Car/vanpools get priority spaces 


Crisp blue and white NJDOT Vanpool 
vehicles now line the front entrance to the 
Headquarters Complex, a highly visible 
sign that the new parking regulations are 
in effect. 

The new customer/handicapped/rideshar- 
ing parking priorities actually went into 
effect through word-of-mouth two days 
before the official starting day, or, as soon 
as the old “reserved” signs came down. 

“T vanpool. For the first time in 20 
years I get to park in the big shot lot. I 
feel good about that,” one employee told 
C.E.T.s Caroline Trueman and Amy 
Salyers. 

“T must say that this topic has stimu- 


lated more conversation than any single 
issue that I’ve dealt with since becoming 
Commissioner," Tom Downs said in the 
April 30 employee-gram that officially 
eliminated former preferential spaces for 
managers. 

Downs also pointed out that his new 
policy acknowleges that regardless of 
title, each employee contributes to 
accomplishing the Department’s mission. 
And, Downs added, since the Department 
actively promotes transit and ridesharing, 
the new regulations disallow reserved 
spaces for single occupant vehicles and, 
at the same time, extend hospitality to 

(Continued on back page) 
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the project. He especially noted the 
contributions of John Haller and Bob 
Marks who proceeded him as Regional 
Design Engineer; Rick Crum, Bureau of 
Environmental Analysis; Bruce 
Brumfield, Art Eisdorfer, Mike Eckel, 
Art Silber, and Tim Herlihy, who were 
Project Managers; Frank Della Rossa, 
Susan Gresavage and Mark Dietrich, 
Principal Engineers. ~- 

Conceived in 1955 as an 89-mile 
bypass to avoid New York City conges- 
tion, the road will complete the final 
sections of the 20.4-mile “missing link” 
to the New York State Thruway in 
Suffern. When I-287 is finished in mid- 
1994, it will relieve congestion on local 
roads and enable regional traffic to bypass 
New York City. 

The last contracts will provide an 
additional 2,600 jobs. 

Consultants who worked on the project 
were Goodkind & O’ Dea, Inc, Howard, 
Needles, Tammen & Bergdoff and Louis 
Berger & Associates. 


att seen 


NJDOTers promote NASHTO ’93 in New Jersey 


Princeton traveled to Philadelphia this month to promote NASHTO '93. Department 
volunteers put up a booth and invited participants of the 1992 meeting of the National 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials to next year’s conference. The 
booth, a replica of the landmark Princeton newsstand kiosk, was borrowed to use as a focal 
point to disseminate information about New Jersey. The committee included Harold Neil, 
Frank Bridgewater, Sandy Brillhart, Gerry Guarnieri, Jim Hadden, Kathy O’Donnell, 
Barbara Richardson, Camille Sinclair, Rita Thumann, Linda Zajac, Carole Kenny, 
Diane Hitt, James Taliaferro, Michele Pierdinock, Bihn Vo and Jeff Callahan. In the photo 
above, David Consolloy, Ed Dzuranin and Tony Brozosky pose after setting up the booth. 


After 33 years, Ellis is ready to ‘divorce’ his job 


Cliff Ellis, Chief Engineer Regional 
Design, is a man who likes challenges. 
He will retire July 1, following a 33-year 
career in which he played a major role in 
some of the NJDOT’s most formidable 
projects including the re-electrification of 
two railroads, the rebirth of the Hudson 

River 
Waterfront 
and the 
Trenton 
Complex. 

Deputy 
Commis- 
sioner 
George 
Warrington 
said he will 
miss Ellis at 
their bi- 
jj} weekly 
| Capital 

ri Planning 
Ellis meetings. 
“He is like the proverbial junk yard dog 
who knows the status of all his projects 
and is quick to defend his territory,” 
Warrington said. Everyone respects him 
for that.” 

Ellis, a civil engineering graduate of 
Rutgers, began his career as an Assistant 
Engineer Trainee in 1959 after a stint in 
the army. 

“T liked working in the field office,” he 
said, but I was advised to accept a 
position at Headquarters to advance my 
career.” That promotion was the first of 


many which brought him to the post of 
Supervising Engineer I, Region 2, in 
1974, 

“In 1976 I was offered the most 
challenging job of my career,” he said, 
“the re-electrification of the Erie 
Lackawanna Morristown Line and the 
North Jersey Coast Line, two of the most 
complex design undertakings in NJDOT 
history. The job lasted ten years.” 

“We assembled a great team but none 
of us knew much about railroad electrifi- 
cation. We had to rely heavily on 
consultants until we got up to speed.” 

Two years into the project, Ellis 
suddenly found himself facing an 
unexpected challenge, cancer. “I was 
lucky,” he said. “They successfully 
removed the problem but took 80 percent 
of my stomach with it. Now | eat little, 
but often, as my NJDOT colleagues have 
observed.” 

In 1981 he received the Planning, 
Right of Way and Design Award from 
the NJ Construction Community for his 
work on the railroads. 

Ellis’ next assignment was to supervise 
the conceptual engineering work on the 
Hudson River Waterfront Transportation 
Project. Before its completion, he was 
promoted to Chief Engineer Regional 
Design, bringing him back into “main- 
stream” highway projects. 

As he looks back on his career he is 
quick to point out his contribution to 
many highway projects including 
portions of I-78, I-280, Route 444 (the 


Garden State Parkway). He also helped 
to expedite I-287 and the Trenton 
Complex. 

Now Ellis is facing a different chal- 
lenge—retirement! 

He looks forward to spending more time 
relaxing and being able to read just for fun. 

“My wife, Carol, and I have two 
daughters, Kim and Kathy.” he said. 
Kathy is relocating to California so it 
will be a good excuse to visit and see 
something of the country. 

As for being “married” to his job, Ellis 
looks forward to the “divorce” which 
retirement brings. 


Governor Jim Florio 
Commissioner Tom Downs 
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Appointments 


W. Dennis Keck, has been named 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner for 
Policy and Planning effective April 21. 
In his new role, Keck will be handling the 
coordination of all day-to-day operations 
of all divisions in Policy and Planning as 
well as handling special assignments as 
required. 

Kenneth L. Kyte, has been named 
Director of the newly created Division of 
Management Support. This new division 
will be responsible for providing the 
Department with quick access to data. 
Kyte brings more than 23 years experi- 
ence in Policy and Planning to this 
position. He just recently finished an 
assignment on the Commissioner’s 
Challenge Team. 


Computer error 


Mike Roberts, Research and Demon- 
stration, was inadvertantly left out of the 
4D highway modelling story. Roberts set 
up the in-house demonstration of the 
computer visualization presented by the 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) 
last month. 


Wedding 


Susan Gary, Principal Traffic Investi- 
gator, Traffic Engineering and Safety 
Programs, and Glenn James were married 
on April 25. 


Engagement 


Mark Kurilla, C&M Tech IV, Region 
II Construction, and Ellen Flanagan were 
recently engaged. A September 1993 
wedding is planned. 


Vietnam remembrance 


The Garden State Art Center has been 
chosen for the site of the New Jersey 
Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial. $2 of the $5 
million needed to complete the project 
have been raised. Should you wish to 
make a donation to this fund, please send 
checks payable to: NJ Vietnam Veteran’s 
Memorial Fund, to Helen Budd, Human 
Resources, Main Office Building, 

Trenton, NJ 08625. 


Blood bank 


The NJDOT bloodbank will be at the 
Trenton Complex in the E&O Multipur- 
pose room on Wednesday May 27. 
Anyone wishing to donate, please contact 
the Dispensary at (609) 530-3681. 


Adopt-A-Highway slogan winners Norbert J. Teufel, Kathleen A. Schuld and Wilbur Dixon 
stand with Commissioner Tom Downs during the prize awards ceremony. Schuld was the 


overall winner. 


Region I|’s Schuld pens winning slogan 


“Beauty is just a volunteer away”, the 
Adopt-A-highway billboard slogan 
submitted by Kathleen A. Schuld of the 
Region I Director’s Office won the most 
votes from six NJDOT judges. 

“T decided I was going to have a fun 
morning,” said Schuld, “I needed a change 
of pace so I grabbed the Transporter and 
submitted about eight slogans.” 

The second most popular choice of the 
judges was a three-way tie: “Help us clean 
up our act,” submitted by Norbert J. Teufel 
of Traffic Engineering and Local Aid; “2 
beautify, 2 miles 4 New Jersey,” submitted 
by Wilbur Dixon, Roadway Specifications 
and “Invest a day for a beautiful highway,” 
also submitted by Schuld. 

Commissioner Tom Downs presented all 
the finalists with an Adopt-A-Highway 
coffee mug. In addition, the winning 
slogans will be featured on billboard 
spaces, should its availability continue. 


More than 60 Transporter readers, 
including retirees and former employees, 
penned 150 slogans, some with a safety, 
rather than an anti-trash message. The 
most frequent repetition was a play on the 
words garden/garbage state. Several 
entries contained some form of the 
message “a road is a terrible thing to 
waste/trash.” 

The judges were Clint Griggs, Adopt-A- 
Highway coordinator; Randy Linthurst, 
Communications; William Mangan, Region 
I Design; Joe O’Brien, Traffic Engineering 
and Local Aid; Adnew Tessema, Suburban 
Mobility and Ceil Witkowski, Construction 
and Maintenance. 

The billboard space that promotes 
Adopt-A-Highway, the Department’s 
volunteer program to remove trash or 
landscape two-mile stretches of state 
highway, was made available by the 
Outdoor Advertising Association. 


Bicycle events 


May is bicycle month. In the next several issues of the Transporter, look for the 
dates and places for bicycle events around the Garden State. If you would like 
more information about bicycle events or touring routes contact the Bureau of 


Suburban Mobility at (609) 530-8051. 


Saturday, May 30, Somerville, 10th Annual Garden State Tin Man Triathlon, 
Century Road Club of America (609) 924-1052 


Sunday, May 31, Philadelphia, PA, Freedom Valley Bike Ride, 8, 16, 36 and 64 
miles, American Youth Hostels, (215) 925-6005 


Saturday, June 6, Absecon, 3rd Annual Bike-A-Thon, Atlantic City Rescue 
Mission, 25,35 and 60 miles, Shore Cycle Club, (609) 695-4823 


Saturday, June 6, Fort Mott State Park, Get Ready Metric, 50-100km, South Jersey 


Wheelmen, (609) 863-6693 


Sunday, June 7, Vineland, Pedal for a Pet Fun-d Ride, SPCA, (609) 453-8552 


Human Resources News 


Facts you should know about insurance 


What is non-contributory insurance? 
Non-contributory insurance is a form of 
group life insurance provided automatically 
if you are a member of the Public Employ- 

ees’ Retirement System (PERS). Upon 
your death, your named beneficiaries are 
entitled to one and a half times your salary 
as a death benefit. There is no cost to the 
employee for non-contributory insurance. 
What is contributory insurance? 

Contributory insurance is an additional 
group life insurance plan offered to all 
members of the PERS. As a member, you 
are required by law to carry contributory 
insurance for the first full year (12 calendar 
months) of membership. 

This additional coverage provides an 
additional one and a half times your salary 
as an additional death benefit. Upon your 
death, your named beneficiaries are entitled to 
three times your salary as a death benefit. 

The premiums for contributory insurance 
are made through bi-weekly payroll 
deductions beginning on the date of pension 
enrollment. 

What if I take a leave of absence? 

If granted a leave of absence with pay, 
your insurance will continue and the usual 
deductions will be made. 

What if I take a leave without pay? 

In order to guarantee coverage during a 
leave of absence without pay, you should 
immediately obtain approval for a leave of 
absence from your division and file a copy 
of notice of approved leave, citing the 
reason, with the Division of Pensions. 

If you are granted an official leave without 
pay your insurance will be continued for: 

1. up to two years while on leave due to 
personal illness or matemity, other than an 


illness for which you are receiving or entitled 
to receive Workers’ Compensation benefits. 

2. up to one year to fulfill a residency 
requirement for an advanced degree or as a 
full-time student at an institution of higher 
education. 

3. up to 93 days if the leave is for any 
reason, including child care. 

NOTE: If an official leave of absence 
without pay for maternity extends beyond 
three months, a physician’s certification 
verifying that the disability is the direct 
result of the pregnancy must be received 
before the expiration of the initial three 
month period. If the leave extends beyond 
the three months for any reason other than 
the certified disability, the leave of absence 
is considered a “‘child care” leave as 
opposed to maternity leave. 

It is important to note that no contribution 
will be required from members covered by 
contributory life insurance to continue their 
insurance during an approved leave of 
absence without pay for reasons of illness or 
matemity. 

If your leave of absence extends beyond 
the applicable period, your insurance 
coverage will be terminated at the end of the 
period. However, such coverage may be 
converted to an individual policy within 31 
days from the end of your official leave. To 
convert to a private policy you must contact 
your local Prudential agent. 

May I discontinue my insurance? 

You may discontinue the contributory 
insurance after the first full year of member- 
ship. However, once you cancel you cannot 
again become insured for contributory 
insurance. 

—Helen Budd, Employee Services 


NASHTO 


amendments and environmental issues, 
freight and ports, highway transport, 
public transportation, public relations, 
technology materials testing, perfor- 
mance standards, information systems 
and the I-95 Traffic Monitoring Evalua- 
tion Project. 

Department staff participated in the 
sessions. Edgardo Datu, Assistant 
Engineer, Bureau of Data Development, 
who operated the weigh in motion and 
vehicle classification equipment for the 
I-95 demonstration project said he 
appreciated the opportunity to see how 
his work is being used in the study. 

Lou Whitley, Chief Data Resources 
Section, who served on the Executive 
Committee for the I-95 demonstration 
project agreed. “It was nice to see how 
all the material was presented and how 
everything fit together,” said Whitley. 

NASHTO participants had the opportu- 
nity to preview next year’s conference in 
Princeton. NJDOT set up a booth. It was 
built to look like the kiosk, a landmark 
newsstand in Princeton, to distribute New 
Jersey literature and maps. 


(From page one) 


Parking (From page one) 
those who come to NJDOT to do business. 

The Headquarters parking area now has 
more designated spaces for two or more 
carpools for those who register (call 5- 
8051). The special areas are noted on 
maps posted at each of the main entrances. 
Employees with temporary or permanent 
medical problems must obtain a placard 
from Motor Vehicle Services before using 
the special handicapped areas. 

Those who commute to work in a single 
occupant vehicle may park in any of the 
general parking areas on a first come, first 
served basis. 
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